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Introduction 

 
DIGITAL ARCHIVING ON REMOVABLE MEDIA 

 
The XFi le has access to a l l  footage recorded on XT6U ,  XT4U, AirBox and 
SpotBox  servers through the SDTI network.  When a c l ip  is  created on 
one of the servers, a copy is  automatica l ly  transfer red to XFi le .   
 

 
This  copy is  a background process, and as a lower  pr ior i ty  on the network 
compared to real- t ime transfers  between servers for  remote p layback, in  
order  not to  d is turb the l ive product ion in  any way.  I f  the network is  not 
very busy, the transfer  to the removable media can be per formed several  
t imes faster  than real- t ime.  As soon as real- t ime transfers  are required on 
the network, the backup process is  s lowed down to make enough 
bandwidth avai lable to guarantee these new requests .   
 
Each c l ip  is  saved as a separate f i le  on the removable media, inc luding 
not only  v ideo, audio and t ime code information, but a lso a l l  metadata 
associated with that c l ip : name, descr iptors , creat ion date, or ig inal  
locat ion (server  s /n, regis ter ) ,  e tc .  The transfer  between an XT6U or  
XT4U to the XFi le  is  a data transfer ,  i .e . no decoding/encoding process 
takes p lace at any point,  preserv ing the or ig inal  qual i ty  of the footage, 
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inc luding super -motion character  i f  appl icable. 
 

The XFi le is  equipped with 2 removable media, work ing as mir rored dr ives: 
each c l ip  is  automatica l ly  saved as 2 separate f i les on these dr ives.  This  
prov ides a secur i ty  copy in  case of dr ive fa i lure, and a lso g ives the 
poss ibi l i ty  to  send these 2 dr ives to 2 d i f ferent locat ions/s tudios after  the 
show.  Each removable media has a capacity  of 500GB or  32 hours of 
footage at s tandard b i t- rate.  More XFi le  s tat ions can be inser ted on the 
network i f  more archive copies are required. 
 
The XFi le can a lso be used as a secur i ty  backup of the network: should 
one server  lose i ts  footage for  any reason (acc identa l  delete for  instance) , 
c l ips can be restored from the XFi le to any other  server  (XT6U, XT4U or  
AirBox)  on the network. 
 
A l l  Super -motion c l ips, created on any networked LSM-XT, are stored by 
XFi le  amongst the normal f i les. The 75 fps nature of such mater ia l  is  
mainta ined dur ing archiv ing and is  restored in a s ingle pass without 
a l terat ion. Therefore, restored Super -motion c l ips can be re-used as 
Super -motion footage (p layback at 33%) or  as a standard mater ia l  
(var iable speed)  just as i f  they where captured from the super -motion 
camera just now. 
 
The combination of XT4U, XT6U, AirBox and XFi le, a l l  in terconnected on 
XNet, forms the basic  architecture required to move from a mostly  tape-
based production to a d isk-based environment.   
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Configuration 
 
 

 
Hardware 

 
The XFi le software is  insta l led in  a workstat ion operat ing under  Windows 
XP Pro. The minimum system requirement is  In te l  Core2 Duo E6300 
Processor , In te l  Motherboard with DRAM 1GB and an EVS PCX board.  
The hardware components are housed in a 3U rack cabinet equipped with 
2 x ATA 133 250GB or  500GB Mobi le Car tr idges. 
 

 

 
 
The XFILE platform is  inc luded in the XNet in  which XT6U, XT4U SpotBox 
and AirBox servers in teract v ia SDTI network. 
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INSTALLING A NEW HARD DISK 
 

The a im of the fo l lowing procedure is  to descr ibe how to p lace and format 
a new storage hard d isk in to an XFi le. 
 
1 . Configure the hard d isk in  master  mode (see Picture 2) .  Connect the 
IDE cable and p lace the hard d isk in to the d isk tray then f ix  i t  wi th the four  
screws. Place the d isk tray cover  then inser t i t  in to the XFi le  (see 
Picture1) . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pi cture1 
 
2 . Create a par t i t ion on the storage d isk. 

1. From the desktop, r ight c l ick on ‘My Computer ’ .  Select Manage 
then Disk management. 

2. Right c l ick on the d isk with the red icon, then select in i t ia l ize. 
3. Right c l ick on the same disk then select new par t i t ion. 
4. Create a fu l l  s ize pr imary par t i t ion; se lect the G letter  ( for  the le ft  

d isk)  or  the H letter  ( for  the r ight d isk) .  Format i t  wi th the fo l lowing 
parameters: NTFS / Default  /  Data /  Quick format. 

 
3 . Disable the Disk indexing. 

1. Open Windows explorer .  
2. In  the le ft  window, r ight c l ick on the new G or  H d isk then select 

Proper t ies. 
3. In to the general  page, deselect the Al low indexing serv ice opt ion 

then c l ick on Apply. 
4. Select Apply to subfo lders and f i les c l ick on OK then on OK again. 

 
P i cture  2:  Storage IDE hard d isk set in  master  mode. 
 
 
 
        No jumper  
 
 
 

            Western Dig i ta l  WD2500 
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Software installation 
 

From Disk 1, run XFILE INSTALLER and then fo l low the steps of the Setup 
Wizard: 
 

 
 

1 . Accept the software l icense agreement; 
 

2 . Do not modify  the S/N of the system. This  S/N is  hard-coded in 
factory. 

 
3 . Select the dest inat ion d irectory to insta l l  the new software; 

 
4 . Select the i tems to insta l l :  
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 Main f i les  
 Clip Info Expor ter  
 MMEUniversalPlayer  ( for  VGA preview) .  

 

 Note:   MMEPlayer and Clip Info Exporter are stand-alone software. These 
applicationscan be installed on a PC-laptop for MXF files preview. 

 
1 . Dr ivers of PCX board. 
2. EVS Log col lector .  

 
5. Select the star t  menu fo lder  to p lace the appl icat ion’s  shor tcuts; 

 
6 . Then select the appl icat ion mode: 

 
XFi le  mode is  the default  appl icat ion conta in ing a l l  the features. 
Spor tServer  mode creates the l ink with CleanEdit  Database. 
This  mode d isables the delete c l ip /f i le  commands, the prev iew options and 
l imits  the SDTI bandwidth dur ing operat ions. 
(see CleanEdit  documentat ion for  more deta i ls )  

 

 
 

The fo l lowing step offers  the user  to reset a l l  operat ional parameters ( l ike 
SDTI speed, Video Standard, database s ize, net name and net number)  to  
default  parameters. 
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7 . Set the RESET EXISTING SETTINGS i f  required and the press 

NEXT to continue. 
 
8. Then press INSTALL to s tar t  the insta l la t ion of the Main Fi les and 

the MMEUniversalPlayer . A progress bar  shows the act iv i ty  of f i les 
transfer .  

 
9 . The Setup Wizard wi l l  cont inue wi th the PCX Dr ivers instal lat ion. 

Press INSTALL to load the dr ivers. 
 

 Note:    A Microsoft  message appears to not ice a miss ing logo-
l icence, press CONTINUE ANYWAY to continue. 

 
10. Press EXIT to quit  the PCX Dr ivers insta l la t ion 

 
11. The last s tep of the process is  the EVSLogCol lector  insta l la t ion. 

Press NEXT to begin. 
 

12. In  order  to complete the insta l la t ion the Setup wizard needs to 
restar t  the computer , se lect one of the two options and then press 
FINISH to quit  the insta l la t ion process. 
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After  re-s tar t ,  the XFi le  insta l la t ion is  successfu l ly  completed and a XFILE 
shor tcut is  saved to your  desktop. 
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Creating and re-installing a ghost  
of your system 

 
The a im of th is  procedure is  to descr ibe how to create a ghost image of 
your  system and how to restore your  system with an ex is t ing image. 
 

 Note:   Al l  de l iver ing systems have a J:GHOST par t i t ion on the 
system disk.  This  a l lows the customer  to have a image f i le  of 
the C: par t i t ion, and easi ly  restore the complete XP operat ing 
system and XFi le software as i t  was from the factory at any 
t ime. 

 
 
How to create a ghost  image of  your  system. 
 

1 . Reboot the system on the Boot 98 f loppy. 
2. When into the A prompt, type d: then press ENTER. Then type 

ghost and press ENTER. 
3. In to the ghost s tar tup window, press ENTER. 
4. In to the next window, select Local /  Par t i t ion /  To image then 

ENTER. 
5. In to the next window, select the Source dr ive dr ive #1 then ENTER. 
6. In to the next window, select the Source par t i t ion #1 then ENTER. 

Press the TAB key to select the OK button then ENTER. 
7. In to the next window, press the TAB key to select the Look in area 

and open i t  by pressing the down ar row key. Select the dest inat ion 
dr ive: D fat dr ive then ENTER. 

8. Press the TAB key to select the Fi le  name area then type the f i le  
name: XFyymmdd (yymmdd is  the cur rent date) .  

9. Press the TAB key to select Save then ENTER. 
10. Select Compress h igh then ENTER. 
11. At the message ‘Proceed with par t i t ion image creat ion’  se lect yes 

then ENTER. 
12. When the process is  complete press ENTER. Select Quit  then 

ENTER, then Yes and ENTER. 
13. Remove the f loppy and reboot the system. 

 
 
How to re- install  your  system with an exist ing image. 
 

1 . Reboot the system on the Boot 98 f loppy. 
2. When into the A prompt, type d: then press ENTER. Then type 

ghost and press ENTER. 
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3. In to the ghost s tar tup window, press ENTER. 
4. In to the next window, select Local /  Par t i t ion /  From image then 

ENTER. 
5. In to the next window, press the TAB key to select the Look in area 

and open i t  by pressing the down ar row key. Select the source 
dr ive: D fat dr ive then ENTER. 

6. Select the image f i le  you want to restore then ENTER. 
7. In to the next window, select the Source par t i t ion #1 then ENTER. 
8. In to the next window, select the Destinat ion dr ive #1 then ENTER. 

Press the TAB key to select the OK button then ENTER. 
9. In to the next window, select the Destinat ion par t i t ion #1 then 

ENTER. Press the TAB key to select the OK button then ENTER. 
10. At the message ‘Proceed with par t i t ion restore ’  se lect yes then 

ENTER. 
11. When the process is  complete press ENTER. Select Quit  then 

ENTER, then Yes and ENTER. 
12. Remove the f loppy and reboot the system. 
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Software 
management 

 

Start-up 
 

 
 
At f i rs t  s tar t  the upper  par t of the window displays: 
 

SYSTEM CONFIGURATION AREA: 
 
This  f ie ld  d isp lays the cur rent parameters of the system. Some re levant 
parameters are required to connect to  the XNet.  
I f  an er ror  message is  d isp layed fac ing one of the parameters, c l ick on the 
‘System Config ’  button to enter  the System configurat ion window.  
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I f  the values are coherent,  press ‘START’: the ‘System Config ’  f ie ld  is  
replaced by the ‘Session Config ’  f ie ld . 

 
 

SESSION CONFIG AREA 
 

This  f ie ld d isp lays the cur rent parameters and values saved to the 
descr ipt ive metadata of the MXF header  and added to each c l ip . This  data 
can be modif ied for  each session in  the session configurat ion window. 

 

 
 
 

STATUS AREA: 
 

The a im of th is  area is  to check the hardware val id i ty ,  the remain ing 
capacity  of d isks and to ver i fy  the compatib i l i ty  between the software, the 
dr ivers and the data recorded.  
The system automatica l ly  s tar ts  the test processing. One after  the other , 
the d i f ferent s tages of the boot sequence are d isp layed in the Status 
window. 
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I f  an er ror  occurs dur ing one stage, wr i te  the message down and contact 
EVS staff  for  suppor t.  

 

 
 
The last test is  the connection to the XNet. I f  th is  s tage is  successfu l ,  the 
XFi le  is  ready to operate. Press ‘START’ again to enter  the appl icat ion.
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System configuration  
 

The system configurat ion window is  only  avai lab le for  modif icat ions from 
the star t  page before star t-up: system parameters are required to 
complete the boot sequence and to connect to  the XNet.  
 
Dur ing operat ions, th is  window wi l l  be displayed in read-only  mode for  
in formation. 
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NETWORK AREA 
 

Standalone mode:  
Selects th is  opt ion a l lows the operator  to s tar t  the XFi le  without being 
connected to the XNet. In  th is  mode only the maintenance mode is  act ive. 
 

!  Note :   The bandwidth, the v ideo standard and the Database Size 
must be identica l  on a l l  machines connected to the XNet. I f  
one system is  configured with a d i f ferent bandwidth, v ideo 
s tandard or  database s ize, i t  w i l l  b lock the ent i re network. 

 
SDTI :  (540Mbps / 1485Mbps)  
Selects the bandwidth of the network. 
 
Video Standard:  (PAL/NTSC)  
Selects the v ideo standard. NTSC format is  a lso appl icable for  HD formats 
 
Database Size:  (6000/16000cl ips)  
Select the maximum number  of c l ips saved to the LSM database. 
  
Net  Name:  
The Net name defines the machine name on the network. This  name is  
user -def ined and can exceed 8 characters , but only  8 characters  wi l l  be 
v is ib le from the XNet v iews. Enter ing a Network Name is  not mandatory 
because a network number  is  automatica l ly  g iven to the system, but i t  is  
recommended to name the machines in  order  to easi ly  identi fy  a l l  systems 
connected to XNet. 
 
Net  Number:  
Range: [1 … 29]  
The Net number  def ines the machine number  on the network. This  number  
is  user -def ined. 
 
Opt ional SERVER mode for  XFile 
XFile system can turn to SERVER mode and host the LSM database. This  
opt ion is  usefu l  when no XT is  present on the network.  
 

 Note:  This  opt ion has been temporary d isabled to avoid   
d isconnection problems dur ing operat ion. 
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STORAGE AREA 
 
Disk mode:  (Single Disk /  Dual Disk /  Mir ror ing)  
Single Disk: only  one d isk is  used. 
Dual Disk: When the f i rs t  d isk is  fu l l ,  the system automatica l ly  switches to 
the second d isk. 
Mir ror ing: Same c l ips are saved to both d isks at the same t ime. 
 
Path A / B:  
Selects the dest inat ion to save the MXF f i les.  Depending on the Disk 
mode select ion, one or  two paths is /are act ive for  modif icat ions. 
 

 Important  Note:   At s tar t-up, only  the c l ips saved into the Path(s)  are 
scanned. This  means only  those c l ips, data inc luded, wi l l  be 
accessib le and d isp lay in  the XFi le  l is t .  

 To avoid long scanning process at s tar t-up, we advise the c l ips to be 
d is tr ibuted over  d i f ferent paths. 

 
 
SYSTEM AREA 

 
Ser ia l  Number : 
The ser ia l  number  of the system is  def ined dur ing the f i rs t  insta l lsh ie ld 
process and cannot be modif ied afterwards. The S/N is  a lso wr i t ten on the 
back p late of the mainframe. 
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Session configuration 
 
The session configurat ion window is  d iv ided into 7 tabs: 

 
1. AUTOBACKUP SELECTION 

 

 
 

This  select ion l is t  is  only  act ive whi le  Autobackup mode is  d isabled.  
In  the le ft  area, a l l  systems connected to the XNet are l is ted by net 
numbers. 
 

 
 
1 . Firs t se lect the server  to backup. The selected l ine changes to dark 

b lue. 
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2 . then Select the camera angles desired to be par t of the autobackup 

process. Selected cameras appear  in  a green square, and unselected 
cameras in  a red square 

 

 Note:   For  the AirBox and SpotBox servers, a l l  cameras must be 
selected. 

 
3 . Press OK to confirm the select ion and to c lose the window. 
 
4. Press the Autobackup button 

 
 
Di f ferent shor tcuts are avai lab le to se lect cameras or  systems with ease: 
 

 
 
Reset:  c lears a l l  se lect ions 
 
Backup a l l :  se lects  a l l  cameras of a l l  systems. New systems being 
connected wi l l  be also backed up. 
 
Backup a l l  present:  se lects  a l l  cameras of a l l  systems cur rent ly  connected 
to the network. 
 
Backup al l  Present PREF cam: selects a l l  preferent ia l  cameras of a l l  
systems cur rent ly  connected to the network. 
 
 

ADDITIONAL CRITERIA: 
 

ARCHIVE STATUS 
 

The basic  work ing of the XFi le  is  to  compare the content of i ts  d isks with 
the c l ips present on the XNet. According to the result ,  the miss ing c l ips on 
d isk wi l l  be automatica l ly  backed up. 
 
I f  several  d isks are required to backup a complete session, the Archive 
status must be kept to avoid a second backup of same c l ips whi le  
changing the d isks. 
 
Three condit ions are required to val idate the Archive status: 
 
1 . Before the Autobackup session, p lace a checkmark in  the fo l lowing box:  
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2 . Then set the ‘DEFAULT XFILE’ parameter  in  the Setup menu of your  
LSM-XT server . (see Mult icam documentat ion for  complete in formation) .  
 
The  label appears on the l ine of the LSM-XT server  i f  the 
‘DEFAULT XFILE’ has been cor rect ly  def ined.  
 
3 . and then act ivate the AUTOBACKUP by pressing the  
button. 
 
 

 Note :  The ‘DEFAULT XFILE’ sett ing a l lows the operator  to in i t ia te 
the backup of a c l ip  from the LSM-XT server  v ia the >ARCHIVE 
command (see Mult icam documentat ion for  deta i ls .)   

 
 The ‘Archive Flag’   a lso in i t ia tes the backup of a c l ip  as requested 

by the >ARCHIVE command even i f  the ‘DEFAULT XFILE’ is  not set.  
But the Archive status on the Mult icam server  is  not updated. 

 
 

TIME RANGE 
 

The autobackup session can be def ined for  a specif ic  durat ion. 
 

 
 
Select the square to act ivate the t ime range f i l ter  and press one of the 
Time range select ion button to access th is  window: 
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The ‘T ime Range’ f i l ter  requires a date- t ime for  the beginning and a date-
t ime for  the end to be val id . 
 
1 . In  the calendar  f ie ld select the month, and then select the day of the 
month. 
 
2 . In  the t ime f ie ld select the hour , use the ar rows to change the value 
d isp layed or  d irect ly  type the value when the f ie ld l ights green. 
 
3 . Press enter  to confirm your  select ion. 
 
4 . Enter  the second select ion window to enter  the values for  the end l imit .  
 
The Autobackup cr i ter ion is  now act ive and only  the c l ips created into the 
t ime range wi l l  be back up. 
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AUTOBACKUP VALIDATION: 
 

In  the r ight area, the Autobackup val idat ion l is t  d isp lays the cur rent 
se lect ion of Autobackup. 
 

 
 
The c l ips d isp layed in a red l ine wi l l  not be taken to account by the 
Autobackup cr i ter ia and the c l ips d isp layed in a green l ine wi l l  be backed 
up when star t ing the Autobackup mode. 
 
The message box in  the lower  par t o f the screen d isp lays the deta i ls  of the 
c l ip  selected. 
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2. MXF METADATA AREA 
 

 
 

This  area d isp lays the cur rent parameters and values saved to the 
descr ipt ive metadata of the MXF f i le .  
 
This  data is  modif iab le by c l ick ing on the value to modify . The value 
appears in  the text f ie ld edit ion. After  the modif icat ion, press MODIFY to 
confirm the command. 
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3. XFILE SESSION AREA 
 

 
 

Session Folder:   
Selects the fo lder  dest inat ion to save the MXF f i les. 
 

 Important  note 1:  The system checks the c l ips present in to the 
session fo lder  and i ts  sub- fo lders. I f  a  c l ip  is  not present and 
according to the cr i ter ia  def ined in the Autobackup select ion tab, th is  
c l ip  is  automatica l ly  backed up. 

 
 Note 2:  In  dual d isk mode, when the f i rs t  d isk is  fu l l ,  the system 

automatica l ly  switches to the second d isk in  the same fo lder . 
 

The session fo lder  se lect ion can be modif ied dur ing operat ion. 
 
Cl ick ing on a fo lder  d isp lays the number  of c l ips and the capacity  of th is  
fo lder . The tota l  number  of c l ips, the capacity  and the remain ing capacity  
are d isp layed in the lower  par t of the window for  each path. 
 
The cur rent Session Folder  is  a lways represented by a green icon. 
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4. ADVANCED PARAMETERS 
 

 
 

Autostart :   
This  opt ion auto-star ts  the XFILE software 
 

Autobackup at  star t -up:   
This  opt ion automatica l ly  s tar ts  the autobackup mode at s tar t-up. 
 

AutoRetry when start ing Autobackup:  
This  opt ion is  d isabled in  vers ion 1.09.00. 
 

Conf irm Manual backup:   
Enables or  d isables the confirmation message whi le  in i t ia t ing a Backup 
command. 
 

Conf irm Manual restore:   
Enables or  d isables the confirmation message whi le  in i t ia t ing a Restore 
command.  
 

Conf irm Manual update:   
Enables or  d isables the confirmation message whi le  updating a c l ip  
prev iously  backed up. This  command is  only  avai lab le in  Manual backup 
mode.  
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Use f ixed size font  for  Clipnames and keywords:  
Enabl ing th is  opt ion wi l l  d isp lay the content of c l ipnames and keywords 
columns with f ixed s ize font in  a l l  modes. 
 
Backup Filename Format  Str ing 
The default  f i lename automatica l ly  g iven to the MXF f i le  is  
EVS_XFILE_creation date_c l ip number . mxf 
The MXF f i lename is  user -def ined and can be modif ied by typ ing a gener ic  
term ( i .e .:  WC2006_Match03…) and/or  by adding one or  many avai lable 
i tems:  
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5. GRAB 
 

 
 

The Mult icam operator  from his  remote contro l  panel is  able to select a 
v ideo frame/f ie ld and to grab a p ic ture. (A Default  Xf i le  must be def ined in 
the Setup menu of the Mult icam -  See Mult icam documentat ion for  more 
deta i ls )  Those p ic tures are created by the XFi le  and stored on the d isks of 
th is  XFi le .  
 
Grab folder  
Select the dest inat ion fo lder  to save the JPG/BMP f i les. 
 
Stretch f ield to f rame size 
Enabl ing th is  opt ion wi l l  automatical ly  s tretch the ‘ f ie ld image’  to  the 
or ig inal  ‘ f rame s ize’ 
 
Output  format  
The automatic  se lect ion of the output format depends on the prev ious 
opt ion. I f  the images are not modif ied by stretching the JPG format is  
def ined and i f  the images are modif ied by stretching the BMP format is  
se lected. The user  can force the select ion of one format.  
 

 Note:  No compression ar t i fact is  added to th is  f i le  creat ion process, 
so the or ig inal  qual i ty  of the image is  kept.  
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Grab Filename Format  Str ing 
The default  f i lename automatical ly  g iven to the JPG/BMP f i le  is  
EVSGRAB_date_cl ip  number_t imecode. jpg/bmp 
 
This  f i lename is  user -def ined and can be modif ied by typ ing a gener ic  term 
( i .e .:  WC2006_Match03…)  and/or  by adding one or  many avai lable i tems:  
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6. EXPORT 
 

 
 

Al l  c l ips backed up by the XFi le  can be expor ted to other  systems for  
d i f ferent purposes. 
 
CleanEdit: 
The c l ips backed up can be automatica l ly  inser ted in to the CleanEdit  
Database.  P lace a checkmark in  the ‘Update CleanEdit  DB’ box and enter  
the DSN name, user  and password for  the def ined CE database.  
Please refer  to  the CleanEdit  documentat ion for  more deta i ls .  
 
Avid TM: 
The c l ips backed up can be automatica l ly  transfer red to the AVID transfer  
Manager  for  convers ion process to AVID f i le  format.  P lace a checkmark in  
the ‘Transfer  Al l  Cl ips Backed up’ box and enter  the Host name of the 
default  Transfer  manager . 
Please contact EVS suppor t for  deta i ls  regarding the configurat ion of AVID 
TM. 
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Target  Name Format  Str ing 
A default  f i lename is  automatica l ly  g iven to the target f i le .   
 
This  f i lename is  user -def ined and can be modif ied by typ ing a gener ic  term 
( i .e .:  WC2006_Match03…)  and/or  by adding one or  many avai lable i tems:  
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6. XML 
 

 
 

A few operat ions made by XFi le  as backup, restore, delete, copy,… are 
remotely  contro l led v ia XML f i le  by a source appl icat ion ( IPDirector ,  
Automation system, …) 
 
Two modes are avai lable: 
XML Jobs Root  Folder  
Select ing Jobs Root fo lder  def ines local fo lders to receive XML f i les. The 
XFi le only  scans i ts  local fo lders. 
 
XML Load balancing Jobs Root  Folder  
Load balancing process a l lows spreading the XML jobs over  several  
XFi les. 

 
4  Subfo lders are automatica l ly  creates at s tar t  up when one of the XML 
modes is  se lected: 
Jobs_Incoming :  the source appl icat ion posts  XML f i les to request Jobs 
Jobs_Scheduled :  the XFi le  s tores the XML Jobs scheduled 
Jobs_In_Progress :  the XFi le  s tores the XML Jobs in progress 
Jobs_Done : the XFi le  posts  the XML f i les conta in ing the f ina l  result  o f the 
Jobs 
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Example of  XML f i le  for  backup command:   
 

Backup Cl ip  112 A from XT n°11 to the “F:\ext_fo lder \c l ip_11_112A.mxf” 
 

<?xml version = "1.0" ?> 
<EVS_XFile_Job_List> 
 <EVS_XFile_Job> 
  <Job_Id>4942648367704751</Job_Id> 
  <Job_Creation_Time>1132235747</Job_Creation_Time> 
  <Job_Type>0</Job_Type> 
  <Job_Src_Clip_Nb>112</Job_Src_Clip_Nb> 
  <Job_Src_Cam>A</Job_Src_Cam> 
  <Job_Dest_File>F:\ext_folder\clip_11_112A.mxf</Job_Dest_File> 
 </EVS_XFile_Job> 
</EVS_XFile_Job_List> 
 

Example of  XML f i le  for  restore command:   
 

Restore Cl ip  I : \HD\backup133A.mxf  to  XT n°11 at 111A 
 

<?xml version = "1.0" ?> 
<EVS_XFile_Job_List> 
 <EVS_XFile_Job> 
  <Job_Id>1238431548774395</Job_Id> 
  <Job_Creation_Time>1129799945</Job_Creation_Time> 
  <Job_Type>1</Job_Type> 
  <Job_Src_File>I:\HD \backup133A.mxf</Job_Src_File> 
  <Job_Src_Id>9YYabjA0</Job_Src_Id> 
  <Job_Src_Id_Material>9YYabjA0</Job_Src_Id_Material> 
  <Job_Dest_User_Nb>11</Job_Dest_User_Nb> 

< Job_Dest_Clip_Nb >112</ Job_Dest_Clip_Nb > 
  < Job_Dest_Cam >A</ Job_Dest_Cam > 
  <Job_Src_App_Data>Job generated by XGateway</Job_Src_App_Data> 
 </EVS_XFile_Job> 
</EVS_XFile_Job_List> 
 

See XFi le XML jobs documentat ion for  complete descr ipt ion of XML f i les. 
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Autobackup mode  
 

Press  to  act ivate the Autobackup Mode. In th is  mode, the 
system acts  automatica l ly  and backs up a l l  c l ips according to the cr i ter ia  
def ined in the Autobackup select ion window. Besides, th is  mode is  
impor tant to  take account of the d i f ferent updates made dur ing operat ions. 
 

Note:  This  mode MUST be enabled for  the user 's  >ARCHIVE 
commands from the Mult icam systems to be taken into account. 

 

After  the star t-up, the system automatica l ly  s tar ts  two operat ions: the 
scanning d isk process and the Scanning Network process.  
 

    
 

Those operat ions might last a few seconds depending on the number  of 
c l ips present on d isk and the number  of c l ips present on the XNet. 
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 Note:  Other  modes (backup, restore and maintenance)  are a lso 
avai lab le dur ing autobackup: several  modes can operate 
s imultaneously . 

 
Thanks to the select ion l is t ,  the autobackup process is  an automatic  and 
self-operat ing system. When a c l ip  is  created on one of the selected 
servers, a copy is  automatica l ly  transfer red to XFi le . The XFi le operates 
with the lower  pr ior i ty  on the network, th is  means that the normal 
operat ions of others servers are not affected by the XFi le  act iv i ty .  
 
I f  the cameras/systems select ion needs to be modif ied, the autobackup 
mode must be d isabled before enter ing the Session Configurat ion window.  

 
XNET LIST AND XFILE LIST 
 

The main screen is  d iv ided into two areas: the XNet l is t  which monitors  the 
XNet act iv i ty  and the XFi le  l is t  which d isplays the contents of the XFi le  
paths.
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  Note 1:  Work ing with copies of c l ips can affect the value of the 
d i f ferent counters. Use the ‘Refresh button’  in  the XNet f ie ld 
for  ref in ing the cur rent va lues. 

 
 Note 2:  The ‘RETRY FAILED’ button is  act ive when er rors  occur . 

 
 

NETWORK STATUS 
 
The icon d isp layed in the center  of the screen notices the cur rent s tatus of 
XNet: 

 

 
Connection to XNet is  successfu l ly  done 

 
XFile is  connecting 

 
Connection to XNet fa i led 

 
Local hardware fa i lure has been detected 

 
Standalone mode 

 
 
DISK USAGE AND DISK MODE 

 
The remain ing capacity  and the capacity  of d isks are d isp layed in the 
lower  par t of the window for  each path. 
 

 
 
The icon d isp layed in the lower  par t o f the screen notices the cur rent d isk 
mode in use: 

 

 
Single Disk 

 
Dual Disk 

 
Mir ror ing 
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STATUS AREA 
 
The transfer  rate of the Backup and Restore processes is  permanently  
evaluated and the progress bars show the act iv i t ies in  progress. 
 

 
 
Depending on the operat ions in  progress, the operator  has the choice 
between two status d isp lays. 

 

 Toggle to ‘Jobs done’ d isp lay 

 Toggle to ‘  Scheduled jobs’  d isp lay 
 

The d i f ferent operat ions are d iv ided into d i f ferent tabs. 
 

 
 
Use these f i l ters  to ref ine the select ion: 

 
 
‘View al l ’  d isp lays a l l  s tatus s ince the s tar t-up of the system. 
 
‘View Last Hour ’  and ‘View Last Day’ are both quick shor tcuts to d isp lay 
the operat ion status re lated to the last hour  or  to  the last 24 hours. 
 
The ‘Hide Successfu l ’  button helps you to br ing out c lear ly  the var ious 
er rors  occur r ing dur ing a complete session.  
 
The ‘Scheduled jobs’  f ie ld a l lows the operator  to cancel one or  a l l  the jobs 
in  queue. 

 



XFILE  Version 1.09 – User’s Manual 
Author: M. Lothaire 

Issue 7.0 

 
 

   37 
 
 

 
 

Select one/several  i tems in the l is t  and press ‘Cancel job ’ ,  or  press 
‘Cancel Al l  Scheduled Jobs’ to  delete a l l  i tems in the l is t :  
 

 
 
The selected i tems are deleted from the l is t  and the re lated operat ions in  
progress are stopped or  the scheduled operat ions are cancel led. 
 
From the ‘Backups’ and ‘restores ’  tabs, the order  of operat ions can be 
modif ied. Select one job in  the l is t  and press: 
 

 
 
The selected i tem is  re-scheduled in  the queue, i ts  new status is  
“Scheduled 1” The c l ip transfer  wi l l  begin as soon as the cur rent job in 
progress is  completed.  
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REFINING THE SELECTION IN THE XFILE LIST: 
 

SORTING CLIPS 
 
To sor t a  column in a lphabetica l  or  numer ica l  order , c l ick on the column 
label to  d isp lay the ar row icon   and c l ick again to inver t the sor t ing. 
 

 
 

DEFINING COLUMNS 
 

 
 

Use the r ight-c l ick button of the 
mouse ( in to the l is t)  to  access 
th is  se lect ion menu. 
 
A l l  co lumns avai lable are l is ted 
here. 
Select or  unselect the i tem to 
be d isp layed or  to be h idden. 
 
The Reset to Default  opt ion 
a l lows you to restore the 
standard d isp lay  
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FILTERS 
 

 
 
The upper  par t of the XFILE l is t  d isp lays a l is t  o f icons. These icons g ive 
access to the d i f ferent f i l ters to be appl ied to the XFILE l is t .   
 
The f i l ters are avai lable in  the four  modes: Autobackup, Manual Backup, 
Restore and Maintenance modes. 

 

 Fi l ter  inact ive and h idden 

 Fi l ter  is  v is ib le but inact ive 

 Fil ter  is  act ive 
 

 :  the RESET icon is  present in  a l l  modes and resets  a l l  f i l ters to 
default  va lues (= ALL for  most of f i l ters)  
 
Cl ick on the icon to d isp lay/h ide the f i l ter  or  use the r ight-c l ick button of 
the mouse to access th is  se lect ion menu. 
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 Creation date   
 

 
 

 Note:   The Creation date and the backup t ime are d i f ferent va lues. 
The creat ion date depends on the date and t ime defined on your  
XT6U, XT4U, AirBox or  SpotBox. Please check the date- t ime of your  
system before operat ing.  

 
‘Last Hour ’  and ‘Last 24h’ are both quick shor tcuts to d isp lay the c l ips 
created dur ing the last hour  or  dur ing the last 24 hours. 
 
A range of date- t ime can be def ined to sor t the c l ips creat ing dur ing that 
per iod. Cl ick on the ‘Range’ button to open the fo l lowing d ia log box: 

 

 
 
The ‘Creation date ’  f i l ter  requires a date- t ime for  the beginning and a 
date- t ime for  the end to be val id . 
 
1 . In  the calendar  f ie ld select the month, and then select the day of the 
month. 
 
2 . In  the t ime f ie ld select the hour , use the ar rows to change the value 
d isp layed or  d irect ly  type the value when the f ie ld l ights green. 
 
3 . Press enter  to confirm your  select ion. 
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4. Enter  the second select ion window to val idate the values for  the end 
l imit .  
 
The f i l ter  is  now act ive and the c l ips created in between the t ime range 
defined are d isplayed in the XFi le  l is t .  

 

 Camera selection   
 

 
 
Select the squares representing the cameras and/or  the PREFS cameras 
of the c l ips to be d isp layed in the XFi le  l is t .  Selected cameras appear  in  a 
green square. 

 
 

 Rating  
 

 
 
Select the squares representing the four  levels  of Rating. Selected i tems 
appear  in  a green square and the XFi le  l is t  is  refreshed to d isp lay the new 
select ion of c l ips. 
 

 Folders   
 
The not ion of Session Folder  is  impor tant for  adapting the fo lders 
organizat ion and to understand what - in  f ine-  is  d isp layed in the XFi le  l is t .    
   
The Session fo lder  is  created for  the autobackup process. Al l  c l ips created 
on the XNet, and according to the autobackup cr i ter ia , are saved to th is  
session fo lder . 
 
In Autobackup mode ,  the Folders f i l ter  d isp lays th is  se lect ion:   
 

 
 
‘Al l ’  d isp lays al l  the c l ips inc luded in the cur rent(s)  PATH(s)  def ined in the 
system configurat ion at s tar t-up. 
 
‘PATH A/B’ d isp lays the content of the selected path only. 
 
“Session Folder ” d isp lays a l l  the c l ips inc luded in the cur rent Session 
Folder .    
 
Independently , a  backup fo lder  can be def ined for  saving the c l ips 
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manual ly  backed up. In  th is  case only  one backup fo lder  is  se lected and 
i ts  cur rent content is  d isp layed in the XFi le  l is t .  
 
In backup mode ,  the Folders f i l ter  d isp lays th is  se lect ion: 
 

 
 
Cl ick ing on the icon on the r ight s ide opens the fo l lowing d ia log box: 
 

 
 
Only  one fo lder  can be selected at a t ime. For  your  in formation, the 
cur rent Session Folder  a lways l ights green in the l is t .  I f  a  new fo lder  does 
not appear  in  the l is t ,  press the ' re fresh '  button to update the d isp lay. 
 
The user  must "double-c l ick" to  se lect the new fo lder  for  use in the f i l ter .   
The resul tant fo lder  wi l l  appear  in  the name bar  at the bottom of the 
window i f  cor rect.  
 
A Backup fo lder  is  ass igned temporary for  a par t icu lar  operat ion. As a l l  
operat ions are successive and therefore entered in a queue, the system 
wi l l  keep in memory the fo lder  def ined at the t ime of the Backup’s  request.   
 
As per  the Backup Folder  in  an independent way, mult ip le Restore fo lders 
can be def ined for  d isp lay ing the c l ips to be restored on the XNet. 
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In Restore mode ,  the Folders f i l ter  d isp lays th is  se lect ion: 
 

 
 

The d i f ference between ‘Restore Folder ’s  and ‘External Restore Folder ’  
depends on the Folders and Sub- fo lders inc luded in the PATH.  
 
The select ion of the ‘Restore fo lders ’  does not require a scanning process 
because the c l ips have a lready been scanned at s tar t-up. 

 
The 'External Restore Folder '  can be an external d isk or  a fo lder  not 
inc luded in the PATH, therefore the content of th is  external fo lder  (or  
external d isk)  needs to be scanned for  extract ing the data and making 
them avai lable from the XFi le l is t .  
 
In  the ‘Restore Folders ’  f ie ld , c l ick ing on the icon on the r ight s ide opens 
the fo l lowing d ia log box: 
 

 
 
Several  fo lders are selectable at a t ime. 
Select a fo lder  from the l is t  and press 'Add'  to  f i l l  out the f i l ter  l is t .  
 

For  your  in formation, the cur rent Session Folder  a lways l ights green in the 
l is t .  
 

In  the Fi l ter  l is t ,  se lect an i tem and press ‘Remove selected’ to  cancel the 
select ion of th is  fo lder .    

The sub- fo lders of the selected fo lder  are selectable as wel l .   
Select the ‘ Inc lude SubFolders ’  box to inc lude them in the select ion. 
 

Press 'OK' to  confirm your  select ion and to quit  the d ia log box. The fo lders 
appear  in  the f i l ter  f ie ld.   
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In  the ‘External Restore Folder ’  f ie ld , c l ick ing on the icon on the r ight s ide 
opens the fo l lowing d ia log box: 
 

 
 
Only  one fo lder  is  avai lab le for  se lect ion. This  fo lder  cannot be inc luded 
into the PATH A or  the PATH B. 
 
Cl ick on one fo lder , press 'OK' to  confirm your  select ion and to quit  the 
d ia log box. The label of se lected fo lder  appears in  the f i l ter  f ie ld.   
 
The new fo lder  is  scanned and i ts  content appears in  the XFi le  l is t .  
 

Note:   i f  the user  begins c l ips for  the restore process from an external 
dr ive, and dur ing the process the user  tr ies to change the external 
dr ive to another  dr ive, the scheduled c l ips wi l l  be abor ted. 
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 Clipnames  
 

 
 
Cl ick ing on the icon on the r ight s ide opens the fo l lowing d ia log box: 
 

 
 
'F i l ter  based on Pref ix '  a l lows def in ing a quick f i l ter  based on the f i rs t  
character  or  f i rs t-second-… character  of a  c l ipname. The system adds 
automatica l ly  a "* " s ign whi le  adding a pref ix  in  order  to mark the pref ix  
out from the c l ipnames in the f i l ter  l is t .    
   
At s tar t-up a l l  c l ipnames assigned to the c l ips are extracted from the MXF 
f i les and are l is ted in  the 'F i l ter  based on ex is t ing Cl ipname' f ie ld.   
   
Select a c l ipname from the l is t  and press 'Add'  to  f i l l  out the f i l ter  l is t .  
 
Note 1:  The number  of c l ipnames/pref ix  in  the l is t  is  restr ic ted to 5 i tems. 
 
Note 2:  The f i l ter  mode is  not se lectable 
 
In  the Fi l ter  l is t ,  se lect an i tem and press ‘Remove selected’ to  cancel the 
select ion of th is  c l ipname. 
   
Press 'OK' to  confirm your  select ion and to quit  the d ia log box. The new 
c l ipnames appear  in  the f i l ter  f ie ld.   
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 Keywords  
 

 
 
Cl ick ing on the icon on the r ight s ide opens the fo l lowing d ia log box: 
 

 
 
'F i l ter  based on Pref ix '  a l lows def in ing a quick f i l ter  based on the f i rs t  
character  or  f i rs t-second-… character  of a  keyword. The system adds 
automatica l ly  a "* " s ign whi le  adding a pref ix  in  order  to mark the pref ix  
out from the keywords in  the f i l ter  l is t .    
   
At s tar t-up a l l  keywords assigned to the c l ips are extracted from the MXF 
f i les and are l is ted in  the 'F i l ter  based on ex is t ing Keyword '  f ie ld.   
   
Select a keyword from the l is t  and press 'Add'  to  f i l l  out the f i l ter  l is t .  
 
Note:  The number  of keywords/pref ix  in  the l is t  is  restr ic ted to 5 i tems. 
 
In  the f i l ter  mode f ie ld, se lect between the cross-select ion mode ( i .e . 
keyword 1 AND keyword2)  and the g lobal se lect ion mode ( i .e . Keyword 1 
OR keyword 2 )  
    
In  the Fi l ter  l is t ,  se lect a keyword and press ‘Remove selected’ to  cancel 
the select ion of th is  keyword. 
   
Press 'OK' to  confirm your  select ion and to quit  the d ia log box. The new 
keywords appear  in  the f i l ter  f ie ld.   
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 UmID  
 

 
 
Cl ick ing on the icon on the r ight s ide opens the fo l lowing d ia log box: 
 

 
 
'F i l ter  based on Pref ix '  def ines a quick f i l ter  based on the f i rs t  character  or  
f i rs t-second-… character  of the UmID. The system adds automatica l ly  a "* " 
s ign whi le  adding a pref ix  in  order  to mark the pref ix  out from the UmID in 
the f i l ter  l is t .    
   
At s tar t-up a l l  keywords assigned to the c l ips are extracted from the MXF 
f i les and are l is ted in  the 'F i l ter  based on ex is t ing Keyword '  f ie ld.   
   
Note:  The l is t  o f ex is t ing UmID and the f i l ter  mode are not se lectable.  
 
In  the Fi l ter  l is t ,  se lect an UmID and press ‘Remove selected’ to  cancel the 
select ion of th is  UmID. 
   
Press 'OK' to  confirm your  select ion and to quit  the d ia log box. The new 
UmID appear  in  the f i l ter  f ie ld 
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 Media / clips   
 

 
 
The MXF f i le  is  the f i le  conta in ing a l l  data re lated to a common audio/v ideo 
data. 
 
The f i rs t  c l ip  created with th is  A/V data is  ca l led the MasterCl ip  and has 
the par t icu lar i ty  to  get the same code for  the ID-mater ia l  and for  the ID-
louth. 
 
A l l  c l ips ensued from th is  masterc l ip , e i ther  by copy, or  by update, or  by 
modify ing the shor t IN shor t OUT point are l inked to the MXF f i le  and a 
d i f ferent ID- louth is  def ined for  each them. 
 

 
 

Select ing ‘ALL’ in  the MEDIA /  CLIPS f i l ter  d isp lays a l l  the Cl ips. 
Select ing ‘MasterCl ip ’  d isp lays only  the MasterCl ips 
 

Note:  This  f i l ter  is  helpfu l  when restor ing c l ips in  the studio, because 
i t  wi l l  only  transfer  the Or ig inal  c l ips, and sk ip the copies.   

 
Select ing ‘Group’ d isp lays both MasterCl ips and Cl ips l inked by a “bracket” 
s ign in  the XFi le  l is t .  
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 Video Standards 
 

 
 

Select the squares representing the d i f ferent v ideo standards. Selected 
i tems appear  in  a green square and the XFi le l is t  is  refreshed to d isp lay 
the new select ion of c l ips. 
 

 Video Codecs 
 

 
 

Select the squares representing the d i f ferent v ideo codecs. Selected i tems 
appear  in  a green square and the XFi le  l is t  is  refreshed to d isp lay the new 
select ion of c l ips. 
 

 Camera label 
 

 
 

Click ing on the icon on the r ight s ide opens the fo l lowing d ia log box: 
 

 
 
'F i l ter  based on Pref ix '  def ines a quick f i l ter  based on the f i rs t  character  or  
f i rs t-second-… character  of the Camera Label.  The system adds 
automatica l ly  a "* " s ign whi le  adding a pref ix  in  order  to mark the pref ix  
out from the Camera label in  the f i l ter  l is t .    
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 Session Filters 
 
The session in formation is  entered v ia the Config session window – tab 2 
‘MXF Metadata ’  at s tar tup. This  in formation is  saved to the descr ipt ive 
metadata of a l l  the c l ips backed up dur ing the ‘sess ion’ .  
 

 
 
Cl ick ing on the icon on the r ight s ide opens the fo l lowing d ia log box: 
 

 
 
'F i l ter  based on Pref ix '  def ines a quick f i l ter  based on the f i rs t  character  or  
f i rs t-second-… character  of the Session data. The system adds 
automatica l ly  a "* " s ign whi le  adding a pref ix  in  order  to mark the pref ix  
out from the session data in  the f i l ter  l is t .    
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 Clip Markers   
 

 
 
The c l ip  markers a l low to tag c l ips in to a g lobal se lect ion and to keep th is  
se lect ion from one mode to another . 
 
5  d i f ferent markers are avai lab le and can be combined i f  necessary.  
Select a c l ip  in  the XFi le  l is t  and press  to  tag the c l ip  or  press  to  
c lear  the marker . 
 
In  the XFi le  l is t  the c l ips marked are d isp layed as fo l lows: 
 

 
 
 

 Note :  The c l ip  markers are not saved to the header  of the MXF f i le  
and therefore are temporary. When you quit  the XFi le  software a l l  
markers are removed. 
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COUNTERS 
 
A counter  of c l ips is  avai lab le in  a l l  modes in the upper  s ide of the l is t .  
 

 
 

The f i rs t  va lue is  the number  of c l ips d isp layed in the l is t ,  the second 
value is  the tota l  amount of c l ips in  memory (contents of path(s)  + external 
fo lder  + c l ips scheduled) . 
 
The number  of i tems in the d i f ferent l is ts  can affect the per formance of the 
system. So i t  is  advised to reduce the number  of c l ips d isp layed in the 
l is ts .   
When the tota l  amount of c l ips d isp layed in the l is t  exceeds 2000 c l ips, the 
counter  l ights orange. 
 

 
 

 

When the tota l  number  of c l ips d isp layed in the l is t  exceeds 4000 c l ips, the 
counter  l ights red. I f  the tota l  number  of c l ips exceeds 5000 c l ips, the 
refresh of the l is t  s tops and the counter  d isp lays + 5000+.  
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Backup mode   
 

Press  to  enter  the Backup mode. 
 

 
 
Press the Backup button to act ivate the mode. 
 
1 . F irs t se lect the server  from the XNet l is t .  To d isp lay the l is t  o f servers 
present on the XNet, press .  
 
2 . And then change the d isp lay of the l is t  to  f ind the c l ip  to backup. Select 
the page, the bank and the camera of the c l ip . To d isp lay the page/bank 
l is t ,  press  and to d isp lay the l is t  o f cameras, press .  
 
A l l  o ther  f i l ters , prev iously  descr ibed (see Autobackup sect ion) , are 
avai lab le to ref ine your  se lect ion.  
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3 . se lect the c l ip  from the l is t  
 

4 . press  to  in i t ia te the transfer .  
 

 Note:  same command can be used to manual ly  update the f i les 
a lready saved to XFi le  d isks. 

 
 
In  the XNet l is t  the c l ips a lready saved to XFi le  are d isp layed with b lue 
characters : 
 

 
 

 
MULTI-SELECTION FOR MANUAL BACKUP 

 
1 .  Press SHIFT or  CTRL and select a batch of c l ips from the XFi le l is t  or  
press CTRL + A to select a l l  the c l ips d isp layed in the XFi le  l is t .  

 

 Note:  The SELECT ALL command is  a lso avai lable v ia the select ion 
menu. Use the r ight-c l ick button of the mouse to access th is  se lect ion 
menu. 

                    
 
 

2 . Press  to  open the fo l lowing window: 
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3 . The c l ips selected are l is ted with the cur rent s tatus. I f  the ‘c l ip  a lready 
on d isk ’  message is  d isp layed fac ing one of the c l ip , the backup process 
for  th is  c l ip  is  sk ipped. 
 
4. Press ‘OK’ to confirm and to in i t ia te the transfer .   

 
 

 Note:   A l l  operat ions (Backup and Restore)  are successive. 
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Restore mode  
 

Press   to  enter  the Restore mode. 
 

 
 
The XFi le can a lso be used as a secur i ty  backup. Cl ips can be restored 
from the XFi le to any other  server  (XT6U, XT4U, SpotBox or  AirBox)  on 
the network. 
 
Press the Restore button to act ivate the mode. 
 
1. Select the c l ip  from the XFi le l is t   
 
2 . Select the server  from the XNet l is t .  To d isp lay the l is t  o f servers 
present on the XNet, press .  
 
3 . then change the d isp lay of the l is t  to  f ind one locat ion. Select the 
locat ion to restore the c l ip  in  the page, the bank and the camera select ion.  
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To d isp lay the page/bank l is t ,  press  and to d isp lay the l is t  o f cameras, 
press .  
 

 
 

4a.   press  (MOVEcl ip)  to  in i t ia te the transfer  of the selected c l ip . The 
UmID ( ID-mater ia l / ID- louth)  is  preserved. 
 

4b.   or  press  (COPYcl ip)  to  in t ia te the transfer  and to create a COPY 
of the selected c l ip . In  th is  case a new IDlouth is  def ined. 
 
To ensure the val id i ty  of data dur ing operat ions, only  one UmID can be 
present on the same network. Then i f  the operator  has to use identica l  
c l ips on several  machines, the COPYcl ip command is  advised to restore 
several  vers ions of the same c l ip . 
 
4c.  or  press  (Shor t COPYcl ip)  to  in i t ia te the transfer  of a shor ter  copy 
of the selected c l ip . Only  the V/A mater ia l  inc luded between the shor tIN 
and the shor tOUT points  (wi thout guardbands)  wi l l  be restored. In  th is  
case, a new IDmater ia l  and a new IDlouth are def ined. 
 
The fo l lowing er ror  message notices the operator  i f  the selected c l ip  is  
a lready present on the network: 
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Then, the operator  has to use the COPYcl ip command to in i t ia te the 
transfer  and create a copy of the c l ip . 
 

 
 
In  the XFi le  l is t  the c l ips a lready present on the XNet are d isp layed with 
b lue characters  
 

  
 

 Note:   Whi le moving/copying a c l ip : ID-mater ia l  is  preserved.  
  
 I f  the user  COPIES a c l ip  to a new locat ion (making a new ID 

Louth)  then the XFi le wi l l  backup i ts  new data. 
 
 I f  the user  MOVES a c l ip  ( ID Louth is  mainta ined) , and the 

XFi le wi l l  update the or ig inal  c l ip . 
 

 
MULTI-SELECTION FOR RESTORE 

 
1. Press SHIFT or  CTRL and select a batch of c l ips from the XFi le l is t  or  
press CTRL + A to select a l l  the c l ips d isp layed in the XFi le  l is t .  
 

 Note:  The SELECT ALL command is  a lso avai lable v ia the select ion 
menu. Use the r ight-c l ick button of the mouse to access th is  se lect ion 
menu. 

                    
   
2 . Select the server  from the XNet l is t  
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3. Change the d isp lay of the l is t  to  f ind one locat ion and select the f i rs t  
locat ion to restore the c l ips 

 

4. Press   or    to  open the fo l lowing window: 
 

 
 

I f  the selected locat ion is  free, the c l ip  dest inat ion l ights green. I f  the 
selected locat ion is  a l ready f i l led, the c l ip dest inat ion l ights  red; in th is  
case the restore of th is  c l ip wi l l  be abor ted. A second operat ion is  usefu l  
to  restore the c l ip  to another  locat ion on the XNet. 
 

The l is t  box in  the lower  par t of the window al lows the user  to choose 
mult ip le methods for  restor ing. 
 

 
 
Original Place :  
The c l ip  returns to i ts  prev ious locat ion on the XNet. 
 

Original place on another  LSM :  
The c l ip  returns to i ts  prev ious locat ion (page, bank,…) on the XNet but is  
restored to another  system. 
 

Cont iguous :  
The group of c l ips is  restored to a l l  locat ions from A to F. 
 

Cont iguous based on camera select ion :  
The group of c l ips is  restored to locat ion selected by the operator .  
 

Cont iguous and group related clips:  
The system wi l l  recompose the group of re la ted c l ips. For  example: Cl ip 
111A returns to locat ion A, c l ip  111B returns to locat ion B,… 
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Publish mode 
 

Press  to  enter  the publ ish mode. 
 

 
 

 
The Publ ish mode g ives a d irect access to the c l ips saved to XFi le  d isks. 
A batch of c l ips can be organized in a ‘page/bank/cam’ s tructure and can 
be accessib le -  for  se lect ion and p layback -   v ia  the remote contro l  panel 
and/or  the VGA of the Mult icam. 
 
In  Publ ish mode, the counters, the f i l ters  and the select ion modes are 
s imi lar  to  the Restore mode. 
 
Press the PUBLISH button to act ivate the mode. 
 
1. Select the c l ip(s)  f rom the XFi le l is t   
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2 . then change the d isplay of the XNet l is t  to  f ind one locat ion. Select the 
locat ion to publ ish the c l ip(s)  in  the page, the bank and the camera 
select ion.  
 
3 . press  (SchedulePubl ish)  to in i t ia te the transfer  of the selected c l ip . 
 
4 . se lect other  c l ips froma the XFi le l is t  and repeat the operat ion.  
 
5 ..  and then press  (UpdatePubl ish)  to update the c l ips on the XNet. 
 
 

 Important  Note:  The UpdatePubl ish command wi l l  d isconnect the 
XFi le  from the XNet and then re-connect the XFi le  to the XNet. Dur ing 
th is  operat ion, the Mult icam database is  updated with the new publ ish 
l is t  o f the XFi le .  

 The  command wi l l  s top the cur rent p laybacks of XFILE c l ips 
without pr ior  not ice 

  The  command wi l l  make ‘unavai lable ’  the XFILE c l ips inc luded into 
a p lay l is t  without pr ior  not ice. 

 
 

 
MULTI-SELECTION FOR PUBLISH 

 
1. Press SHIFT or  CTRL and select a batch of c l ips from the XFi le l is t  or  
press CTRL + A to select a l l  the c l ips d isp layed in the XFi le  l is t .  
  
2 ..  Change the d isp lay of the l is t  to  f ind one locat ion and select the f i rs t  
locat ion to publ ish the c l ips 

 
3. Press   to  open the fo l lowing window: 
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I f  the selected locat ion is  free, the c l ip  dest inat ion l ights green. I f  the 
selected locat ion is  a l ready f i l led, the c l ip dest inat ion l ights  red; in th is  
case the publ ish of th is  c l ip wi l l  be abor ted.   
The l is t  box in  the lower  par t of the window al lows the user  to choose 
mult ip le methods for  publ ish ing (see Restore mode)  
 
4. Press  (UpdatePubl ish)  to  update the c l ips on the XNet. 
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Maintenance mode  
 

Press  to  enter  the maintenance mode. 
 

 
 

CLIP INFO   

Click on the Cl ip  icon  to  enter  th is  mode. 
 

CLIP INFO AREA : 
 

This  area d isp lays the cur rent parameters and values saved to the 
descr ipt ive metadata of the MXF f i le .  
 
The thumbnails:  
 
The thumbnai ls  def ined for  each f i le  are extracted from the MJPEG f i les. 
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The f i rs t  thumbnai l  shows the SHORT IN frame and the last is  the SHORT 
OUT frame. The REF frame is  automatica l ly  def ined at the middle durat ion 
of the c l ip . 

 
 
The XFILE vers ions previous to the vers ion 1.01.05 do not inc lude the 
thumbnai ls  creat ion process. Use the  button to create new thumbnai ls  
or  to  update the cur rent thumbnai ls .  
The thumbnai l  format respects  the aspect rat io  of the d i f ferent v ideo 
s ignals . 
 

SD clips  are d isp layed with 4:3 aspect rat io . 
 

 
 

16:9 SD clips  are d isp layed with the usual b lack str ips. 
 

 
 

HD clips  are d isp layed with 16:9 aspect rat io . 
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The Data: 
 
The MXF f i le  is  the f i le  conta in ing a l l  data 
re lated to a common audio/v ideo data. 
Dif ferent c l ips are therefore l inked to the 
same MXF f i le .  
 
The f i rs t  parameters (dark b lue)  d isp lay the 
common parameters,  the A/V parameters 
g iven by the XNet: c l ip  durat ion, TC IN and 
OUT excl . ,  ID-mater ial ,  creat ion date- t ime, 
the v ideo standard and format, number  of 
v ideo s ignals (SLSM = 3) , number  of audio 
tracks, audio type and the number  of c l ips 
inc luded in th is  MXF f i le . 
 
The fo l lowing parameters ( l ight-b lue)  are 
d iv ided by c l ip  sect ion. These parameters 
can be d i f ferent from one c l ip  to the other : 
the unique UmID ,  ra t ing, c l ipname, LSM 
cl ip  number , Shor t In  and out points, 
durat ion and the d i f ferent keywords. 
 
The last parameters (dark b lue)  d isp lay the 
cur rent va lues saved to the Session 
configurat ion window. These parameters 
are common for  each c l ip . 
 
 
 
 

 Note: Following the timecode and video 
systems, the timecode in the column is displayed with 
different characters: 
 

 
 
 
The duration for NTSC clips is always calculated on non-
drop-frame basis. 



Issue 7.0 XFILE  Version 1.09 – User’s Manual 
Author: M. Lothaire  

 

66  
 

 

 
DELETE CLIP / DELETE FILE: 

 
As several  c l ips are l inked to a f i le  the delete command has been spl i t  in  2 
buttons: Delete Fi le  and Delete Cl ip : 
 

 
 
To mark the c l ips and the f i les out,  i t  is  advised to change the d isp lay to 
'Group'  in  the ‘Media /  Cl ips ’  f i l ter .  
 

 
 
The group of c l ips is  represented with brackets  in  the XFi le  l is t .  

 
MULTI-SELECTION FOR DELETE FILE: 

 
1 . Press SHIFT or  CTRL and select a batch of f i les from the XFi le l is t  
 
2 . Press  to  open the fo l lowing window: 
 

 
 
3 . This  window al lows the operator  to rev iew the f i les before delet ion. Pay 
attent ion to the number  of c l ips inc luded in each f i le .  Delet ing the f i le wi l l  
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obviously  delete a l l  the c l ips inc luded into th is  f i le .  
 
4 . Press ‘Delete Al l  f i les ’  to  confirm the command or  ‘Cancel ’  to  abor t the 
operat ion.  

 
 

MULTI-SELECTION FOR DELETE CLIP: 
 

1. Press SHIFT or  CTRL and select a batch of c l ips from the XFi le l is t  
 
2 . Press  to  open the fo l lowing window. This  window al lows the 
operator  to rev iew the c l ips before delet ion: 
 

 
 
3 . Press ‘Delete Al l  Cl ips ’  to  confirm the command or  ‘Cancel ’  to  abor t the 
operat ion.  
 
4 . I f  one/several  c l ips are the last c l ip  in to the MXF f i le , the fo l lowing 
message notices the operator :  
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5 . Press ‘OK’ to c lose the message box and to switch to the 'Mult i -Delete 
Fi les '  window (shown on a red background)    
   
6 . Press 'Delete Al l  f i les '  to  confirm the command or  'Cancel '  to  abor t the 
operat ion. 

 
 

PREVIEW CLIP: 
 

Double-c l ick on a c l ip  in  the l is t  or  press the  button. The 
MMEUniversal p layer  module is  loaded with the selected c l ip .  
 
Use the command buttons to p lay back the c l ip , to  search mater ia l ,  to  
rev iew the c l ip  frame by frame, etc . 

 

 
 
 

 Note: The MME player plays back the clip from the IN point to the OUT point. 
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EDITING A CLIP: 
 
When select ing a f i le /c l ip  in  the XFi le  l is t ,  use the r ight-button of the 
mouse to access the select ion menu and select EDIT: 
 

       
 
The ‘XFi le  Edit  c l ip ’  window appears. The f i rs t  tab shows a l l  cur rent data 
of se lected f i le .  
 

 
 

The l is t  box in  the r ight area d isp lays a l l  c l ips saved in a common MXF 
f i le . Use the  buttons to make a copy of a se lected c l ip  or  
to  delete a c l ip  in to the MXF f i le . 

 

 

Important  Note:  The MXF doctor  software is  in tegrated to the Edit  c l ip  
module. When edit ing a c l ip  with a cor rupted f i le  index, the system 
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automatica l ly  detects  the er ror ,  not i f ies the user  and star ts  the repair  
process. A progress bar  appears in  the f i le  in fo tab whi le  repair ing the 
f i le .  

  
To modify  shor tIN and shor tOUT points, to  def ine a REF frame or  to modify  
the aspect rat io , se lect the IN-OUT tab: 
 

 
 
The t imel ine in  the bottom of the window al lows you to search the c l ip  in  
jog mode: 
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The f i rs t  l ine gathers the GRAB & EXPORT funct ions. The second l ine of 
buttons gathers the SEARCH funct ions and the th ird l ine of buttons 
gathers the commands which modify  the c l ip . The last l ine gathers the 
PREVIEW funct ions: 
 

 
 

GRAB field GRAB frame 
Partial export 
of with new 

IN/OUT points 

 

 

       
Go to File IN 

point 
Go to 

ShortIN point 
Go to 

previous 
frame 

Go to REF 
frame 

Go to next 
frame 

Go to 
ShortOUT 

point 
Go to File 
OUT point 

 

   
 Mark a new 

ShortIN 
point 

Define a new 
REF frame 

Mark a new 
ShortOUT 

point 

 

 

   
Start PREVIEW Stop PREVIEW 

 

 
To modify  the ID louth, to  modify  or  to  add a Cl ipName or  keywords, se lect 
the Cl ipname-keywords tab:  
 
GRAB option: 

 

  
 

From the Edit  Cl ip  module, the operator  can select one image in the main 
window (cur rent posi t ion of the cursor )  and press the Grab Fie ld or  the 
Grab Frame button to open the fo l lowing d ia log box: 
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File 
Select the f i lename and the dest inat ion fo lder  to save the JPG/BMP f i les. 
 
Options:  
Stretch f ie ld  to  frame size 
Enabl ing th is  opt ion wi l l  automatical ly  s tretch the ‘ f ie ld image’  to  the 
or ig inal  ‘ f rame s ize’ 
 
Output format 
The automatic  se lect ion of the output format depends on the prev ious 
opt ion. I f  the images are not modif ied by stretching the JPG format is  
def ined and i f  the images are modif ied by stretching the BMP format is  
se lected. The user  can force the select ion of one format.  
 

 Note:  No compression ar t i fact is  added to th is  f i le  creat ion process, 
so the or ig inal  qual i ty  of the image is  kept.  

 
 

 
EXPORT option: 

. 

 
 
A por t ion of c l ip  can be extracted from i ts  or ig inal  c l ip  and expor t to  a 
d i f ferent MXF f i le . In  th is  case a d i f ferent UmID is  ass igned to the new 
c l ip .  
When the shor tIN and shor tOUT points of the new c l ip  are def ined, press 
the Expor t button to open the fo l lowing d ia log box: 
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File dest inat ion 
Select the f i lename and the dest inat ion fo lder  to save the new MXF f i le . 
 
Options:  
Keep original  f i l e  creation date-t ime 
Enabl ing th is  opt ion wi l l  keep the creat ion date- t ime of the or ig inal  c l ip 
even i f  the UmID is  re-def ined. 
 
Guardbands 
Define the durat ion of A/V mater ia l  before and after  the shor tIN/Shor tOUT 
points . 
 
Generate new UmID  
Set th is  opt ion to generate a new UmID for  the new c l ip  created. (default)  
 
 
Press the START button to create the new f i le . 
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Select a c l ip  in  the l is t  and then enter  the new c l ipname or  new keywords 
in  the re lated f ie ld. The new c l ipname/keyword is  updated in the upper  l is t .  

 

 Important  note:  A l l  c l ips edited in  the ‘XFi le  Edit  Cl ip ’  module are 
updated on the XFi le  d isks but a few of them can be a lso present on 
the XNet. I f  those c l ips need to be updated at the same t ime, p lace a 
checkmark in  the fo l lowing box: 

 
  
 
 The machine and posit ion of the c l ip  on the XNet are d isp layed in the 

XNet column: 
 

  

 
When edit ing an HD c l ip , a th ird tab is  added to the Editc l ip  module in  
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order  to p lay back the c l ip  with fu l l  qual i ty  prev iew in a larger  v iew.  
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Disk/Folders Maintenance   
 

Click on the Disk icon  to  enter  th is  mode. 
 

 
 

The main screen changes to d isp lay the fo lders organizat ion on the le ft  
par t of the screen and the content of the XFi le  on the r ight par t of the 
screen. 
 

1. In  the fo lder  l is t ,  se lect the  or   or   
to  d isp lay the fo lders. 

 
2 . Select one fo lder  of dest inat ion, the selected fo lder  l ights dark 

b lue. 
 
3 . Select a batch of f i les  in  the XFi le  l is t .   
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 Note:  Cl ips are l inked to a MXF f i le . In  th is  mode, the MOVE and 
COPY commands affect the MXF f i le  even i f  on ly  a c l ip  is  se lected. 

 

4 . Then press  to  in i t ia te the MOVEfi le  or  press  to  in i t ia te the 
COPYfi le.  

 

 Note:  The MOVE command is  only  accessib le i f  the transfer  of f i les 
operates between PATHs. The COPY command is  accessib le for  a l l  
t ransfers  from/to external fo lders. 

 
In  the fo lder  l is t  two addit ional funct ions has been added to ease the use 
of the fo lders l is t :   
 
Select a posit ion in  the fo lders tree to create a new fo lder  then c l ick on 
the ‘Create Folder ’  button to open the fo l lowing d ia log box: 

 

  
 
Type the name of the new fo lder  and press OK to val idate. 
 
In  the fo lder  l is t ,  se lect a fo lder  to delete and c l ick on the ‘Delete Folder ’  
button. A message box requires a confirmation: 
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Disk Maintenance   
 

Click on the Disk icon  to  enter  th is  mode. 
 

 Note: Disk maintenance mode is only available when Mirroring Disk mode is activated.  
 

 
 

The main screen changes to d isp lay the content of Path A on the le ft  par t 
o f the screen and the content of path B on the r ight par t of the screen. 
 
The fo l lowing f i l ter  a l lows the operator  to ref ine the d isp lay of both l is ts  by 
iso lat ing the d i f ferences or  the common c l ips: 

 
 
Press  to  gain access to the f i l ters  se lect ion. 
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Cl ick ing on the   ar rows in i t ia tes a c l ip  copy from one path to the 
other , and c l ick ing on the  ar row synchronizes both contents in  a 
s ingle operat ion. 

 
 

Statistics 
 

Char ts  of s tat is t ics for  restore and backup processes and for  d isk 
per formances are avai lable from the Stat is t ics menu in the Menu bar .  
 
Other  information wi l l  be added to the s tat is t ics  char ts  in  a next vers ion. 
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 Export Data to TXT file 
 
An external module is  avai lable for  expor t ing DATA to TXT f i le .  This  opt ion 
can be usefu l  for  pr in t ing purposes. 
 

Double-c l ick ing on the icon on the desktop opens the fo l lowing 
d ia log box: 
 

 
 

1 . Select the fo lder  where the MXF f i les are saved. 
2. and select a name for  the TXT f i le  
3. then press the START button to proceed with the TXT 

expor t.  
4 . This  new f i le  is  a s tandard TXT f i le  which can be easi ly  

expor ted to any other  software.  
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Export Data to HTML file (Storyboard) 
 
In  a l l  modes, the ‘Storyboard’  button is  avai lable for  expor t ing DATA to 
HTML f i le  format. 
Press  to  open the fo l lowing d ia log box: 
 

  
 

1 . Enter  a f i lename for  the HTML f i le  
2. Then define a fo lder  to save the thumbnai ls  
3. And select the DATA to inc lude in the HTML f i le  
4. Then press the START button to proceed with the HTML 

expor t.  
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Notes 
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